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This Month in Turn It Around

Peace Park Funding Update

On March 3rd, we held our 8th Race & Equity
Discussion where community members were posed
with the question, "How has the pandemic changed
your perspective on race, gender, and civil rights?"
Youth leaders from Turn It Around jumped at the
chance to answer and responded that they've
experienced a mostly positive impact from the
Covid crisis. Zoom meetings have allowed them to
meet new people and have given them the
opportunity to join race advocacy groups they
weren't able to before the pandemic. They are also
learning more about racism in today's world as
opposed to what racism looked like through a
historical lens. We are so grateful for all who were
able to attend and encourage others who wish to
connect to their neighbors to join us next month.

On February 22nd, Mayor Martin J. Walsh and the
City of Boston Community Preservation Committee
(CPC) announced their recommendation of 67
projects, totaling over $25.5 million in grants
through the Community Preservation Act (CPA).
The proposals include 28 open space and
recreation, five affordable housing, 34 historic
preservation projects, with over $6 million, $13
million, and over $5 million going toward each
category respectively.
We wanted to make you aware of how these grant
applications impacted Charlestown. There were
two open space and recreation projects, totaling
$612,207 in the recommendations. Please see
below for specific project details.
OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION -Charlestown
* $112,207 for a community-driven design to
rehabilitate the Little Mystic Channel Park and
capital improvements to the Sprouts community
garden, including picnic tables, benches, trees, and
pavilion.
* $500,000 for design and capital improvements,
including site preparation, paving, lighting, built
features, furnishings, and water access to the
Charlestown Peace Park.
Both project recommendations will be submitted to
the Boston City Council for final approval with an
anticipated vote from the Council in March.

Happy Birthday to March Babies

If you are interested in being more involved and
want to learn more about the Peace Park, please
contact Ginaya Greene Murray (GgreeneMurray@Partners.org)

Happy Birthday to Khalid, Elsie, Stephon and
Brandol! We hope you all have a wonderful b-day!
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Last Month in Turn It Around
During the month of February, Turn It Around
cultivated their language, self-expression, and
critical thinking skills. Through spoken word,
poetry, and rhetoric, the youth were challenged to
think outside the box when it comes to writing a
"poem" in preparation for an upcoming poetryslam. Read next month's newsletter to learn more.

Ways to get Involved:

February's
Youth of the Month:
"Turn It Around's February
Youth of the Month is Max
Joseph. Max is one of our
older youth leaders, and his
continued involvement in
Turn It Around has served as
an inspiration and instruction
to our younger members on
how to be a productive and
successful young adult.
We’re so lucky to have Turn It
Around members like Max,
now college students, who
-Mswati Hanks
stay involved and show the
rest of the community how
(Youth Prevention
powerful membership in Turn Coordinator)
It Around can be long term.

Have Questions?

Want to join in on the fun during one of our virtual
meetings? We'd love to have you! There are many
opportunities for parents and guardians to get
involved in Turn It Around. All are invited and
welcome. Please reach out to Mswati Hanks
for more information at MHanks1@partners.org.

If you need assistance with your youth regarding
school, job placement, risky behaviors, or anything
else, please contact the Charlestown Coalition. We
will be happy to help with any questions regarding
you and your child.

Find us online:

Prefer Email?
To receive our Family & Friends Newsletter email
instead of a paper copy, please contact Ginaya
Greene Murray at Ggreene-Murray@Partners.org or
call her directly at 617-726-6684

Visit us online: www.CharlestownCoalition.org
Follow us:
facebook.com/TurnItAroundCharlestown
twitter.com/TurnItAroundCtn
instagram.com/TurnItAroundCtn
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