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The Charlestown Coalition (formerly the

Charlestown Substance Abuse Coalition) was

formed in 2004 by residents and community

partners in response to the devastating opioid

epidemic and overdose related deaths among

young people in our neighborhood.

 

As they adapt to meet the changing needs of our

community, their work has expanded to go beyond

substance use and focus additionally on stable

housing, healthy food, racial equity, and access to

mental health services—issues sometimes referred

to as the social determinants of health.

 

The youth component of the Coalition is the Turn It

Around Program (TIA). TIA was formed in 2012 by a

group of dedicated Charlestown youth with a

strong desire to better their community. The

group’s initial mission was to raise awareness about

the dangers of prescription drug misuse and

educate about how everyday pressures can lead to

substance use and other high risk behaviors.

 

While Turn it Around members continue to be

focused on educating the Charlestown community,

the group also uses their platform to increase key

protective factors. Protective factors are things that

contribute to mental health, and allow a person to

be resilient in the face of challenges. Someone with

a lot of protective factors—such as strong

relationships and healthy coping skills—will be

better equipped to overcome life's obstacles.

 

Find out more about the Charlestown Coalition, our

Program backbone by subscribing to their monthly

newsletter at CharlestownCoalition.org!

Restorative justice repairs the harm caused by

crime. When victims, offenders and community

members meet to decide how to do that, the results

can be transformational.

 

It emphasizes accountability, making amends, and

— if possible — facilitated meetings between

victims, offenders, and other persons. 

To learn more about Restorative Justice 

go to Restorativejustice.org.

This month, Turn It Around will be participating in a

Restorative Justice Circle with Kara Hayes, Director

of Restorative Justice Practices at Suffolk County

District Attorney's Office. Turn It Around will be

hearing from two incredible men willing to share

their heart wrenching, yet inspiring stories about

the choices they made as youth and what being

accountable for their actions has entailed.
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This Month in Turn It Around

What's the Charlestown Coalition

got to do with Turn It Around?

What is Restorative Justice?



To receive our Family & Friends Newsletter email

instead of a paper copy, please contact Ginaya

Greene Murray at Ggreene-Murray@Partners.org or

call her directly at 617-726-6684
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January's

Youth of the Month:

This month's Turn It

Around Youth of the Month

is Josviel Diaz. Josviel is

always at Turn It Around

with a smile on his face, a

willingness to participate,

and even doi ng the little

extra things, like

stayi ng after to clean-up.

Josviel also is the first

person to volunteer

whenever we need extra

help or when we have an

event. We are so happy

and proud that he is now

part of our family!

-Mswati Hanks

(Youth Prevention

 Coordinator)

Visit us online: www.CharlestownCoalition.org

Follow us:

facebook.com/TurnItAroundCharlestown

twitter.com/TurnItAroundCtn

instagram.com/TurnItAroundCtn

If you need assistance with your youth regarding

school, job placement, risky behaviors, or anything

else, please contact the Charlestown Coalition. We

will be happy to help with any questions regarding

you and your child.

Last Month in Turn It Around

Want to join in on the fun during one of our

meetings or events? We'd love to have you! There

are many opportunities for parents and guardians

to get involved in Turn It Around. Whether you

help cook, serve, clean or participate in the

activities, all are invited and welcome. Please

reach out to Ginaya for more information. 

Last month in January, Turn It Around  handed out

much needed winter items to those in need and

struggling to keep warm. Thanks to all of our

community partners and donations, we were able

to distribute nearly 75 “Care Kits” that included

hats, scarves, gloves, socks and even hygiene

products! With a very special thank you to the

Collier Family for collecting donations and

teaming-up with us to reach as many people as we

could in memory of John Collier Sr.

 

 

 

 

Have Questions?

Find us online:

Prefer Email?
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Ways to get Involved:


